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WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS the southern Plains and northeastward to New 

18-24, 1981 om England. Record low temperatures were recorded 

a in Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Missouri, and 

Illinois but temperatures warmed = seasonally 
during the day. 


THURSDAY...The unseasonably cool weather moved 
over the lower Mississippi Valley and into the 
Florida Panhandle, while record high temperatures 
were felt in southern Florida. - few 
thunderstorms lingered in southern Florida after 
some heavy rain fell earlier in the day. A low 
pressure system in Montana brought’ welcome 
Showers to the northern Plains but heavy rain in 
parts of western Montana and Idaho caused some 
serious local flooding. 


E TORNADO “ XSF 2 
“= 4 BA [4 FRIDAY...Continued heavy rain brought widespread 
E3 HEAVY: OVER 2 IN. . ~* Pig bigs or oF eee ee rig ee 
‘ in the day, strong understorms develope rom 
C2] MODERATE: OVER 1/2 IN. _NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Setahonan ta Heckh Bahk aaa temenene. Be tau 
HIGHLIGHTS: Rain came to the northern Plains and 21 tornadoes were spawned through this area but 
dampened parts of the Dakotas and western most touched down in Oklahoma and Kansas. A few 
Minnesota where drought had threatened crops. Showers or thunderstorms formed over the southern 
The rain was heavy in the northern Rockies and and western Great Lakes and in New England. 
northern High Plains and widespread flooding was Cooler weather invaded Florida and record low 
reported. Severe weather raked the Plains. temperatures were marked in the southern part of 
Tornadoes and hail were widespread from Texas to the State where 90° reading had prevailed the 
Iowa. Thunderstorms brought some relief from the day before. 
dry weather in central and southern Florida. 











SATURDAY...Showers, thunderstorms, hail, and 
MONDAY...The onslaught of severe weather tornadoes reached from the southern Plains to the 
continued in the lower Mississippi Valley and northern Mississippi Valley. More widely 
into Kentucky. Heavy rain fell through the Ohio scattered showers reached into parts of Ohio. 
Valley. Over a dozen tornadoes touched down in Rain fell from northern California into 
Louisiana, Arkansas, and Missouri. Flash floods Washington and over the northern Rockies. 
occurred from Missouri through the southern parts 
of Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio. Showers and SUNDAY...Severe weather struck from Texas to the 
thunderstorms extended across the South to the Great Lakes and reached into Tennessee and 
SOuthern and middle Atlantic Coast. Indiana. Hail and tornadoes were most severe 
late in the day in western and central Texas. An 
TUESDAY...A frontal system, moving Slowly isolated cloudburst brought a devastating flood 
eastward, spread showe:« and thunderstorms from to Austin when nearly 7 inches fell in the 
the lower Mississippi Valley to the upper Ohio evening. Showers developed in the Northwest and 
Valley and through the southern Appalachians and the northern Rockies and continued over North 
mid-Atlantic States to Pennsylvania. By the end Dakota and Minnesota. 
of the day, the activity had ended through the in This Issue Page 
Ohio Valley and the drying out process’ had National Weather Summary . 
begun. In the West, a pair of low pressure Precipitation & Crop Moiature 
Systems brought scattered showers to parts of Crop Moisture Index by Division & 
California, the Pacific Northwest, and over the Growing Degree Days 
Rockies into Montana. Average Temperature and Departure 
WEDNESDAY...A low pressure system in southeastern Weather Data for Selected Cities 
United States Vivenmred chaeers and ai few Percent of Possible Sunshine for April & 
thunderstorms as far north as Virginia. The Water Supply in Western U. S. . 
thunderstorms were more widespread through National Agricultural Summary 
drought stricken southern Florida. Locally heavy Crop Progress ., . 
rain, tornadoes, and hail accompanied some of the State Summaries of Weather & Agriculture 
storms. A cold front brought showers across the International Weather & Crop Summary 
central and northern Rockies. Thunderstorms in 30-Day Eurasia Outlook & re a ete 
Montana pushed slowly eastward toward the very Information. . 
dry northern Plains. Cool weather persisted in 

















Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


May 27, 1981 








TOTAL PRECIPITATION, INCHES 
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SCALE OF SHADES 


No Measurable 
Precipitation 


“2 2.2\ 0.3 to 0.8 inch 


0.8 to 2 inches 


Over 2 inches 





Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 
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CROP MOISTURE 





(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
May 23, 1981 
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CROP MOISTURE ... DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) 
ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE, RESPONDS 
RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO WEEK, AND INDICATES 
NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE BEGINNING AND ENDING OF THE GROWING 
SEASON. 


USES ... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM, WEEK-TO-WEEK, 
STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM SEASON CROPS AND 
NS. 


FIELD OPERATIO 


LIMITATIONS ... 
ROOTED CROPS WHI 
MOISTURE FROM A , OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING 
WHEN TEMPERATURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55°F. IT IS NOT GEN- 
ERALLY INDICATIVE OF THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET 
SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER). 


EXCESSI 
DRY | 





Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 
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SHADED AREA: INDEX INCREASED 0 
ABOV! DED 
2 TO 3 TOO W f - D AREAS D 
1 TO 2 PROSPEC ABOVE 3 SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET 
ae ee wo } MORE DRY WEATHER NEEEDED, WORK DELAYED 
0 TO -] PROSPECTS IMI : (CEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPO’ 
-1 TO -2 SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL TOO DRY qa 
-2 TO -3 DROUGHT EASED BUT STILL SERIOUS 
-3 TO -4 DROUGET CONTINUES, RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED res RY 
BELOW -4 NOT ENOUGH RAIN, STILL EXTREMELY DRY -2 TO -3 TOO DRY, YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCE! 
My < - J) U Wm, : WU rs 8 ALI PU 
-3 TO -4 POTENTIAL YIELDS SEVERELY CUT BY DROUTHT 
EXTREMELY DRY, MOST CROPS RUINED 
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COMPUTED TO 50° F. BASE WITH DAILY 
MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE LIMITED TO 86° F. 
NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 


OR LESS AND DAILY MINIMUM TO 50° F. 
OR MORE. 
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AVERAGE TEMPERATURE (°F) 
May 18-24, 1981 
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BIRMINGHAM 
MOBILE 
MONTGOMERY 
ANCHORAGE 
BARROW 
FAIRBANKS 
JUNEAU 
KODIAK 
NOME 
F LAGSTAFF 
PHOENIX 
TUCSON 
WINSLOW 
YUMA 
FORT SMITH 
LITTLE ROCK 
BAKERSFIELD 
EUREKA 
FRESNO 
LOS ANGELES 
RED BLUFF 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
STOCKTON 
DENVER 
GRAND JUNCTION 
PUEBLO 
BRIDGEPORT 
HARTFORD 

WASHINGTON 

APALACHICOLA 

DAYTONA BEACH 

FORT MYERS 

JACKSONVILLE 

KEY WEST 
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ORLANDO 

TALLAHASSEE 

TAMPA 

WEST PALM BEACH 

ATLANTA 

AUGUSTA 

MACON 

SAVANNAH 

HILO 

HONOLULU 

KAHULUI 

LIHUE 

BOISE 

LEWISTON 

POCATELLO 

CAIRO 

CHICAGO 

MOLINE 

PEORIA 

ROCKFORD 

SPRINGFIELD 

EVANSVILLE 

FORT WAYNE 

INDIANAPOLIS 

SOUTH BEND 

BURLINGTON 

DES MOINES 

DUBUQUE 

SIOUX CITY 

CONCORDIA 

DODGE CITY 

GOOD LAND 

TOPEKA 

WICHITA 51 
KY LEXINGTON 49 

LOUISVILLE 50 
LA BATON ROUGE 60 


oO 
o 
oo 


— 
> 

. 
Ww 
NN = 


mam Ne 

i 
. 

ne 

m™ NO 

ol a. 

on 


oy 
— — 
nN & Ww Oo 


— 
— 


Ne Vin uw S&S 
. . 


FOP UN KF WENWEHEWEFOOMWNOMRK CODON KR BUOCONUOGCNNURSWw 


| 

. 
-VUIw wr 
> Se - °* . 
-Oo ee tw & 


' | 
— 

. 

— 


— 


PH DOH EH EK NOH OOH HM AN HHNE RD 


Nh 
— 
* 
~ 
— 


. 


ie es 
. 
~~ — 
«4 . . . . . 
FnNwWVYIN NM UW DUI WWW NO e+ 


- . . SS 2 6 
Vere OpOVYVOdOVOoOUdNnN Nn Vn & 


~-~WOORPNNK KR OWOOWrr wWOoooocodFaFOoOo fe NN 


! 
ome 


— 


| 
— 
. 
— 


—_ 
MEP RK OYA N TD WNWWRDHRWEHDEWUORP WN KOK KP HWUK KN PHOWNH KM WOHN 


—) 


' 
nN one 
“Mem DWOLFN LF WOWONON WAH WON WA Owns Den Le 
. . * 2 2 6 . 7 . . . . 


emOoOowooocooocoocooooooocorocoocooroocoocoocoroeoeoern 


—y 
~~ 

~~ 
7 


— - 
“ 


SOUND NH WU Dre Www FUR WYP WW DWN Wn nd = w 
ia heat eh Tl ed . .* . >. . . 


— 
. 


ho 
oO 


| 
i 


~ 
— 
a 
— 
> 
onouw 
nat uu 


SN fFPwoveorfrA DLE OMAN Ww wFryYwokr Ore Un Uns 


NOW) — VIWwW UW 
© -« 


— 
Ce DUNBDONK DCODhRYUYWUOWONDN-: 


— 
whe wk NRK YN UN 6 ND Rm WR ee ee 


Ww hN 
nN — 
eo~y -«¢@ 
NO — 
_— 
oe ws 


Ww 
Nh 
. . 


— 


om BRS 
> 
a 
. 
ond ont 
1 © 
ot a ab ed ot 


_— — 
~OORrNONONWNHO RM COR NOOO OCOCOr COCO 


N 
mo 
— 


sooo OC OO OC OO OOO OEP OOOO OOOO OO DOO OSC OSCO OOOO OSDOOCOSOOSOOSOOSCOCOSOSSOSOSCSONRNO OOK NOS SS 
re 


_ 


Lo i ed 
. 

_— 

— 


= 
—_——_ 
a & . . ho >. lS UL ee . 
Ny ww Os wWHOwuownh fre Ot Ovyvw@owuvudWdtn wa w 


No = 
COCSCSCO OOO OOOO OOOO OSC OO OOOO ORO OO WW Re re Hr OWFMROTDOOSOSOONSOOOONOKOOFONMWOOOSOSSOSoSo™ 


MW Ore WNHNBPUDDRWOF NOH OUDUDRE BWH RE WR RK REPU RP PN FH OWH POH NNER RBH ORV KH HCOOH OCONK He hHAHwew 
! 
CSHODDEDN KH DADDHE RK NVSNDOHKENWWWHE NE NOW WY ENUOURK AWAAUWADADRKOUCKFOWORKP WOODWORK COKF OK ENO 


— 
eCowowowwoworwkr dy 
a ee ee 


On §- O-K- eK © 


! 
7 
-_—_— — 


NWR NWR NNN WW ee 




































































BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS AND 1941-70 NORMALS 
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LAKE CHARLES 
NEW ORLEANS 
SHREVEPORT 
CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 
BALTIMORE 
BOS TON 
CHATHAM 
ALPENA 
DETROIT 
FLINT 

GRAND RAPIDS 
HOUGHTON LAKE 
LANS ING 
MARQUETTE 
MUSKEGON 
SAULT STE. MARIE 
DULUTH 

INT'L FALLS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ROCHESTER 
SAINT CLOUD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 
COLUMBIA 
KANSAS CITY 
SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 
GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
HAVRE 

HELENA 
KALISPELL 
MILES CITY 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
LINCOLN 

NOR FOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 
OMAHA 
VALENTINE 
ELY 

LAS VEGAS 
RENO 
WINNEMUCCA 
CONCORD 
ATLANTIC CITY 
TRENTON 
ALBUQUERQUE 
ROSWELL 
ALBANY 
BINGHAMTON 
BUFFALO 

NEW YORK 
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SYRACUSE 
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CHARLOTTE 
GREENSBORO 
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RALEIGH 
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COLUMBUS 
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RELATIVE NUMBER OF DAYS 


TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY, TEMPERA~ PRECIPI- 
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OR MORE 
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TULSA 
ASTORIA 
BURNS 
MEDFORD 
PENDLETON 
PORTLAND 
SALEM 
ALLENTOWN 
ERIE 
HARR ISBURG 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
SCRANTON 
PROVIDENCE 
CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
GREENVILLE 
ABERDEEN 
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RAPID CITY 
SIOUX FALLS 
CHATTANOOGA 
KNOXVILLE 
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NASHVILLE 
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AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
DEL RIO 
EL PASO 
FORT WORTH 
GALVESTON 
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LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 
SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 
WECHITA FALLS 
BLAND ING 
SALT LAKE CITY 
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LYNCHBURG 
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COLVILLE 
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SPOKANE 
WALLA-WALLA 
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BECKLEY 
CHARLES TON 
HUNT INGTON 
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LA CROSSE 
MAD ISON 
MILWAUKEE 
CAS PER 
CHE YENNE 
LANDER 
SHER IDAN 

PR SAN JUAN 
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WATER SUPPLY OUTLOOK FOR THE WESTERN UNITED STATES 

by NOAA National Weather Service 

and USDA Soil Conservation Service 

Issued as of May 1, 1981 
The table shows the runoff forecast in per- 

cent of the 15-year (1963-77) average. The fore- 
casts are for the remainder of the water year, 
except for the full water year for the Sacramento 
and San Joaquin Basins; May 1 to September 30, 
1981, for the Columbia, Missouri, Yellowstone, 
and North Platte Basins; May 1, 1981,to July 31, 
1981, for the Snake; November 1, 1980,to June 30, 
1981, for the Little Colorado Basins; and Janu- 
ary 1 to June 30, 1981, for the Gila Basin. The 
publication "Water Supply Outlook for the Western 
United States,"' issued as of May 1, 1981, 
the complete water supply forecasts for about 375 
Stations in the Western United States. 


Percent of Possible Sunshine 
April 1981 


Shaded Areas 


Normal or Above 


The Percent Possible Sunshine map above shows the percentage of time that sunshine 
actually occured during the month relative to the total possible hours under clear skies. 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
ccmatmnmananaentnntaiedaieaaaee 


Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 








River 


Station 


Forecast 
1,000 
Acre~Feet 


Percent 
15-Year 
Average 





Columbia 


Grand Coulee, WA 


54000 


79 





Sacramento 


Columbia 


The Dalles, OR 


71900 


69 





Snake 


Lower Granite, WA _ 


12800 


35 





Red Bluff, CA 


5800 


65 





San Joaquin 


Big Creek, CA 


900 


70 





Weber 


Gateway, UT 


86 


36 





Jordan 
Truckee 


Utah Lake, UT 


105 


60 





L. Tahoe~Farad 


130 





48 





Colorado 


L. Powell inf] 


2800 


40 





Green 





Green River, UT 


1450 


49 





San Juan 


Bluff, UT 


375 


43 





Rio Grande 


San Marcial, NM 


6500 


19 








contains 





Arkansas 


Pueblo, CO 


6500 


25 





Missouri 


te Peck, MI 


1545 


36 





Yellowstone 


idney, MT 


3343 


46 





North Platte 





lendo, WY 


256 





27 
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National Agricultural Summary 
May 18-24, 1981 


HIGHLIGHTS: Heavy rains again delayed planting 64%. Planting was’ finished in California, 
activities in many areas of the Nation, but help- Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina. 
ed relieve dry conditions in the northern Cool soil temperatures in parts of Texas delayed 
Plains, Midwest, and South. Soil moisture sup- seeding activities. High winds and blowing 
plies were adequate to surplus in most of the sands necessitated some replanting on the High 
east north central region, and in Missouri, West and Low Plains of Texas. Fields in Georgia were 
Virginia, Kentucky, and western Montana; starting to square. 
moisture was very short to short in Minnesota, 
South Dakota, and Georgia; and short to mostly OTHER CROPS: Grain sorghum planting progress 
adequate elsewhere. Farmers in Illinois, advanced to 42% in the seven major producing 
Indiana, Ohio, Missouri, Nebraska, Virginia, States, 3 points behind last year and 2 points 
West Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, and much of behind average. Progress was 20 points slower 
the West had only up to 3 days suitable for than average in Nebraska, 10 points in Kansas, 5 
fieldwork. In other areas of the Nation, 4 to 7 points in Missouri, and 3 points slower in South 
days were available. Corn planting was 78% Dakota. In Texas, 87% of the crop was in the 
finished, less than last year's 92% and the 83% ground, and 17% was headed. Stands in Texas 
average. Soybean planting reached 31%, behind were generally in good to excellent condition. 
last year's 48% and the 47% average. Grain Rice seeding reached 93% complete in the 
sorghum seeding was 42% finished, slightly less five major producing States, 1 point behind a 
than last year and average. Winter wheat was year earlier. Eighty percent of the acreage had 
73% headed, well ahead of last year's 47%. emerged, also 1 point behind last year. Some 
Spring wheat seeding neared completion and 87% replanting was necessary in Texas. 
of the acreage had emerged. Cotton was 82% Peanut planting ranged from 31% complete in 
planted, compared to 64% a year earlier. Rice Texas to 95% in North Carolina. In Virginia, 5% 
was 93% planted and 80% of the acreage had of the acreage was blooming and plants were in 
emerged. Pastures were in good to excellent fair to good condition. 
condition in the Corn Belt, poor to fair in the 
northern Plains and parts of the Southwest, and FRUITS AND NUTS: Deciduous fruit trees reached 
fair to mostly good elsewhere. full bloom in nerthern production areas. 
Orchards were generally in good _ condition. 
CORN: Corn planting in the 17 major producing Peach harvest was underway across the South 
States was 78% complete, 14 points behind last reaching as far north as South Carolina. 
year and 5 points behind average. Planting in Growers continued spraying and thinning fruit 
Georgia and North Carolina was finished. and nut trees. 
Planting progressed slowly during the week in Rain improved the condition of citrus groves 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, in most areas of Florida, but more is needed to 
Minnesota, Missouri, and Virginia due to heavy relieve dry conditions. The Valencia orange 
rains and wet field conditions. Producers in harvest was active in all areas, but the picking 
Michigan and Wisconsin planted 30% of their of grapefruit slowed as supplies ran. out. 
acreage during the week and those in Ohio Arizona's Valencia orange and grapefruit harvest 
planted 25%. The crop was in fair to good advanced seasonally. California producers 
condition. In the South silking had started in harvested apricots, avocados, Bing cherries, 
early fields. Maybelle nectarines, citrus, and Freestone 
peaches. Thinning was underway in Clingstone 
SOYBEANS: Soybean seeding in the 18 major peach orchards. 
producing States was 31% complete, behind last 
year's 48% and the 47% average. Progress in all VEGETABLES: Growers in northern’ production 
States except Minnesota and Mississippi was areas harvested early vegetables and continued 
slower than average. Ohio growers were 48 to plant a wide variety of mid - and late-season 
points behind average; Indiana growers, 40; crops. Florida vegetable shipments decreased 1% 
Illinois, 34; Missouri, 21; and Nebraska, 20 from the previous week. Volume declined for 
percentage points slower than average. Wet Snap beans, cabbage, carrots, escarole, lettuce, 
conditions throughout the season have delayed okra, parsley, peppers, potatoes, radishes, 
progress in these areas. southern peas, squash, and tomatoes. Irrigation 
remained active. California growers harvested 
SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat was in fair to asparagus, cantaloup, watermelons, carrots, 
mostly good condition in all major producing Sweet corn, lettuce, onions, and some market 
areas. Heading was underway in all States tomatoes. 
except Montana. In the 15 major States, heading 
was 73% complete, compared to only 43% last PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures rated good to 
year. Much of the wheat was: turning color and excellent in the Corn Belt, poor to fair in the 
in the extreme South harvesting was underway. northern Plains and parts of the Southwest, and 
_ Spring wheat seeding neared completion and fair to mostly good elsewhere. Supplemental 
87% of the acreage had emerged, 10 points ahead feeding was necessary in the northern Plains and 
of a year earlier. More rain is needed in the some producers began reducing herd sizes. 
northern Plains. Movement of livestock to Summer pastures 
continued. 
COTTON: Cotton planting was 82% complete in the 
14 major producing States, ahead of last year's 
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CROP PROGRESS 
FOR WEEK ENDING MAY 24, 198] 


SOYBEAN 
% PLANTED 
1981 1980 AVG. 
47 


COTTON 
% PLANTED 
1981 1980 AVG. 


WINTER WHEAT 
% HEADED 

1981 1980 AVG. 
CALF 100 100 NA 
COLO 34 1 
IDA 
ILL 
IND 
KANS 
MO 
MONT 
NEBR 
OHIO 
OKLA 
OREG 
S DAK 
TEX 
WASH 


15 STATES 


CORN 
% PLANTED 
1981 1980 AVG. 


14 STATES 


EXCL. STATES 


WITH NA 


EXCL. STATES 17 STATES 


WITH NA 68 41 18 STATES 


THESE 14 STATES PRODUCED 99% 


THESE 17 STATES PRODUCED 93% 
OF THE 1980 COTTON CROP. 


OF THE 1980 CORN CROP. THESE 18 STATES PRODUCED 95% 


THESE 15 STATES PRODUCED 88% 
OF THE 1980 SOYBEAN CROP. 


OF THE 1980 WINTER WHEAT CROP. 
NA - NOT AVAILABLE 
NA - NOT AVAILABLE 


SPRING WHEAT 

% EMERGED 
1981 1980 AVG. 
90 98 74 


RICE 
% EMERGED 
1981 1980 AVG. 


SORGHUM 

% PLANTED 
1981 1980 AVG. 

ARK 93 90 £90 ARK COLO IDA 
CALF 80 69] NA CALF KANS MINN 
LA 97 96 LA MO MONT 
MISS 97 92 MISS NEBR N D 
TEX 99 ae TEX OKLA S DAK 


RICE 
% PLANTED 
1981 1980 AVG. 


S DAK 


5 STATES 93 NA 


EXCL. STATES 
WITH NA 96 92 93 


THESE 5 STATES PRODUCED 98% 
OF THE 1980 RICE CROP. 


NA - NOT AVAILABLE 


5 STATES 


EXCL. STATES 
WITH NA 


THESE 5 STATES PRODUCED 98% 
OF THE 1980 RICE CROP. 


NA - NOT AVAILABLE 


TEX 
7 STATES 


THESE 7 STATES PRODUCED 92% 
OF THE 1980 SORGHUM CROP. 


5 STATES 


EXCL. STATES 
WITH NA 86 


THESE 5 STATES PRODUCED 92% 


OF THE 1980 SPRING WHEAT CROP. 


NA - NOT AVAILABLE 


State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


Rainfall Tanana Valley: Mild days and normally cool 
Fair- nights prevailed. High temperatures averaged 5° 
above normal. Precipitation generally light and 
spotty. 

Matanuska Valley: Mostly mild and dry. Tem- 
peratures averaged 2° above normal. The only 
measurable rain fell over the extreme southern 
sections towards the beginning and end of the week. 

Kenai Peninsula: Temperatures near normal. 
Precipitation ranged from a little over 0.10 in. 
in the north to a little over 0.50 in. in the 
south. 

Kodiak Island: Daily high temperatures averaged 
3° above normal. Some rain fell each day with the 
weekly total just over 1.00 in. 


ARIZONA: 

afternoon cloudiness, 

Rim, White Mountains and the northeast. 

temperatures 1° above to 6° below normal. 
Cotton planting 98% comvlete, squaring, bloom- 

ing, boll setting excellent progress stub 

cotton, squaring, blooming accelerating in 


ALABAMA: Temperatures 5° below normal. 
totaled 1.00 to 2.00 in. Heaviest 6.50 in. 
hope. 

Fieldwork 4 days. Soil moisture adequate. 
Corn silking 10%. Soybeans 40% planted; 36% 1980; 
47% average. Cotton 96% planted; 95% 1980; 95% 
average. Peanuts 92% planted; 91% 1980; 87% aver- 
age.. Wheat heading 99%; turning 86%, 70% 1980, 
70% average. Sorghum 49% planted; 32% 1980. Hay 
24% harvested. Conditions: Corn, peanut, wheat 
mostly good; cotton, pasture, livestock mostly 
fair. 


ALASKA: Scattered showers and rain halted field- 
work over the weekend in the Delta Junction area. 
Field activity continued ahead of schedule in the 
Matanuska Valley. Small grain seeding made ex- 
cellent progress with barley seeding 75% complete 
compared with 65% last year and 55% last week, Early 
seeded fields were emerging. Commercial potato 
planting was nearly finished. Crop growth ranged 
mostly moderate to rapid. Topsoil moisture suvplies 
mostly short to adequate. 


Sunny skies mostly during week. Some 
isolated showers, Mogollon 
Average 
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planted fields. Small grain harvest increasing. 
Alfalfa haying excellent progress, ahead normal. 
Sugarbeet harvest steadv rate, good vields 
reported. Safflower, corn, sorghum growing well. 
Lettuce harvest central] areas virtually com- 
plete. Harvest Willcox area good progress. 
Harvest mixed vegetables seasonal progress. 
Potato, dry onion harvest full swing. Cantaloup, 
watermelon harvest active. Valencia orange, 
grapefruit harvest advanced normallv. Grapes 
good growth. Poor to fair ranges. Soil moisture 
and water supplies short. Cattle fair to good. 
Sheep good condition. 


ARKANSAS: Another cool week. Highest temperature 
88°, lowest 38°. All normals ranged from 0 to -6°. 
Most rainfall 4.50 in., least zero. 

Cool, wet weather delayed planting and hampered 
crop development. Soybeans 22% planted, 13% 1980, 
25% average; emergence 14%. Rice 93% planted, 90% 
1980, 90% average; emergence 84%, 79% 1980. 

Cotton producers replanting weak stands. Soil 
moisture adequate. Four days available for field- 
work. Cattle condition good with adequate forage 
cover on pastures. 


CALIFORNIA: Cool everywhere except isolated lo- 
calities along Central and South Coasts. Averages 
close to 5° below normal and northeast corner of 
State reported below freezing temperatures. Some 
rainfall all districts except South Coast; Desert 
had only sprinkles. Sacramento and San Joaquin 
Valleys showed isolated locally heavy amounts as 
did the extreme North Coast. Rain fell in first 
half of week and temperatures zoomed toward end of 
week as skies cleared. 

Rice crop hampered by cold, windy weather. Crop 
80% planted, 40% emerged, compared to 91% planted, 
60% emerged last year. Shrimp and leafminer treat- 
ments being applied. Small grains doing well. 
Wheat 100% headed and 76% turning color, 100% and 

” last year. Field corn planting underway with 

p emerging. Sugarbeets doing well. Cotton crop 
1 %% emerged and in various stages of growth. Al- 
falfa undergoing second cutting. Apricot, avocado, 
Bing cherry, Maybelle nectarine, citrus and Free- 
stone peach harvest continued. Clingstone peach 
thinning underway. Light rains caused additional 
sulphuring of grape vineyards. Asparagus harvest 
decreasing seasonally. Brussels sprouts being 
planted Central Coast. Cantaloup and watermelon 
harvest light Imperial Valley. Carrot harvest 
decreasing Desert; increasing San Joaquin Valley. 
Sweet corn harvest full swing Coachella Valley. 
Lettuce good supply. Market onion harvest decreas- 
ing Desert; increasing San Joaquin Valley. Volume 
spring potatoes leveled off awaiting better matur- 
ity. Planting fall potatoes well along. Market 
tomato harvest still light Desert areas. Rains 
mountain areas beneficial to summer ranges. Move- 
ment livestock summer pastures peak levels. Bee 
colonies being moved melon fields for pollination. 


COLORADO: Temperatures averaged 3 to 6° below 
normal in the east, 2 to 4° below in the west. 
Widespread precipitation eastern areas early in 
week and western areas at midweek. Scattered 
Statewide precipitation on weekend. 
averaged about 0.50 in. 

Winter wheat jointed 91%, 63% 1980, 70% average; 
headed 34%, 1% 1980, 10% average. Spring barley 
seeded 98%, 89% 1980, 90% average; emerged 93%, 

78% 1980, 79% average. Spring wheat seeded 95%, 
77% average. Corn seeded 83%, 54% 1980, 76% aver- 
age; emerged 59%, 18% 1980, 36% average. Sorghum 
seeded 44%, 10% 1980, 16% average. Dry beans 
seeded 16%, 1% 1980, 7% average. Fall potatoes 
seeded 65%, 63% 1980, 66% average. Summer potatoes 
seeded 91%, 91% 1980, 88% average. Three days 
suitable for fieldwork. Liwestock good condition. 


FLORIDA: 
from the 80's north and 90's elsewhere. 


Warm, sunshiny days continued with highs 
Nighttime 


lows in the 60's and 70's predominated with no 
rain. 


The exception occurred on the 20th as a 


Rainfall totals 







small low pressure system moved across the State 
from west to east bringing cloudiness and a few 
showers to the central portion and east coast. 
A few central localities received around 1.25 in. 
with most of the east coast having nearly 0.50 in. 
Soil moisture short to very short over most of 
the State. Rainfall during the week brought tem- 
porary relief to some areas. Corn poor to fair 
condition depending on moisture. Early corn tas- 
seling. Cotton, peanut, soybean planting contin- 
ues. Good progress made most areas following 


Showers. Wheat, oat harvest continues, interrup- 
ted briefly by rain. Tobacco fair to good condi- 
tion. Sugarcane mostly good condition. Water in 


irrigation canals getting low, could be a factor 
later if rainfall continues short in area. Scat- 
tered midweek rains, most of Panhandle, central, 
southern Peninsula brought temporary relief to 
parched pastures. Conditions poor to fair, most 
of Panhandle, lower southeast Peninsula, but 
severe drought elsewhere burned some high ground 
pastures, increased supplemental feeding. Pasture 
establishment, renovation slowed in many areas 

due to lack of rain. Cattle mostly fair condition, 
but showing stress, some weight loss in drier 
areas. Rain improved citrus grove conditions most 
areas. More rain needed. Dieback continues on 
freeze damaged trees. Valencia harvesting con- 
tinues active all areas. Picking of grapefruit 
Slowing as supplies run out. Warm days, clear 
skies prevailed most of week in vegetable areas. 

A low pressure system at midweek brought a few 
Showers central portion and east coast. The west 
coast remained dry. Irrigation continued active in 
fields still under harvest. Total shipments down 
1% from previous week. Harvest gained Chinese 
cabbage, sweet corn, eggplant and watermelons. 
Supplies about steady celery and cucumbers. Vol- 
ume declined snap beans, cabbage, carrots, es- 
carole, lettuce, okra, parsley, peppers, potatoes, 
radishes, southern peas, squash, and tomatoes. 
Watermelon harvest very active. Volume increasing. 
Quality, size, fair to good. 


GEORGIA: Rainfall averaged 0.75 to 1.00 in. 
northern quarter and near 0.25 in. both south- 
east and southwest. Elsewhere, little or none. 
Temperatures averaged 6 to 8° below normal north, 
ranging to around 3° below normal southeast. 
Weekend was dry, with near-normal temperatures. 
Soil moisture very short to short. Rain 
needed Statewide. Averaged 5.0 davs suitable for 


fieldwork. Corn fair to good condition, 6% 
Silked, Tobacco fair to good condition. Apply- 
ing insecticides. Peanuts fair to good condition, 
5% blooming, 2% last year, 11% average. Cotton 


fair to good condition, 5% squaring, 1% last 
year, 8% average. Soybeans 39% planted, 43% last 
year, 52% average, mostly fair to good condition. 
Sorghum 46% planted, 36% last year, 42% average. 
Hay crops fair to good condition. Wheat 11% 
harvested, 4% last year, 18% average. Peaches 
fair to good condition, 3% harvested, 2% last 
year, 9% average. Apples fair to mostly good. 
Routine spraying of fruit trees. Vegetables fair 
to mostly good. Pastures and cattle fair to good. 
Hogs fair to mostly good. 


HAWAII: Weather favorable. Rainfall light. 
fined mainly in the windward crop areas. Dry 
weather returning to some areas affected by the 
earlier drought. However, reservoirs still full 
capacity to irrigate. Crop progress fair to good. 
Spraying frequent to minimize disease and insect 
infestations. Vegetables: Supplies adequate. 

Head cabbage, chinese cabbage heavy. Bananas: 
Supplies light. Papayas: Moderate harvest anti- 
cipated. Showers beneficial. Pineapples: active. 
Sugar: All sugar harvesting in full swing. Pas- 
tures: Generally fair to good. Some sections 


Con- 


Island of Hawaii need more moisture. 


IDAHO: 
normal or slightly below normal. 


Temperatures at most stations averaged 
Precipitation 
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abundant in most areas. Southeastern stations 
receiving the most, many reporting over 1.00 in. 

Rains have delayed spring planting in most 
areas. Planting progress: Potatoes 62% planted, 
78% 1980, 99% average; dry peas 96%, 100%, 99%; 
lentils 96%, 100%, 99%; corn 75%, 77%, 83%; dry 
beans 12%, 22%, 28%. Sugarbeets 22% thinned. 
Emergence levels of all crops below last year's 
level. Winter wheat 2% headed, 26% boot, 37% 
jointed. Two days suitable. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 1° above to 7° below 
normal. Precipitation 9.25 in. northern quarter, 
1.09 to 2.00 in. central, over 3 in. southern 
quarter. 

Corn planting 75% complete, 97% 19890, &5% 
average.. Soybean planting 21% complete, 71% 
1989, 55% average. Winter wheat condition %337 
excellent, 63% good, 4% fair; 88% headed, 64% 
1980, 70% average. Oats 26% excellent, 67% 
good, 7% fair; 8% headed, 5% 1989, 9% average. 
Alfalfa condition 22% excellent, 65% good, 11% 
fair, 2% voor; first cutting 21% complete, 

16% 1989, 20% average. Red clover condition 

30% excellent, 64% good, #% average; first cut- 
ting 12% complete, 6% 1980, 16% average. Pastures 
33% excellent, 65% good, 2% fair. Soil moisture 
2% short, 49% adequate, 49% surplus. Fieldwork: 
2.3 days suitable. 


INDIANA: Heavy rains in south and central. 
Temperatures above normal in north, below nor- 
mal in south and ranged from 33 to 84%. Division 
rainfall averaged 0.40 in. in northeast to 3.30 
in. in southwest. 

Fieldwork averaged 2 days. Topsoil moisture 
and subsoil moisture adeauate to surnlus, Pas- 
ture condition good to excellent. Corn 30% 
nlanted, 1989 95%, average 89%. Soybeans 5% 
planted, 1980 50%, average 45%. Wheat condition 
good. Wheat 27 in. high, 1980 18 in. Wheat 
40% headed, 1980 15%, average 75%. Wheat 99% 
boot. Oats 11 in. high, 1989 6 in., average 8 in. 


IOWA: 
of the shower activity the 22nd to 24th. 
damaging storms with hail, heavy rains and 
tornadoes the 23rd. Temperatures dropped into 
the 30's most lowlands and open rural areas the 
19th and/or 20th. 

Topsoil moisture: 46% short, 51% adequate, 
3% surplus. Subsoil moisture: 43% short, 55% 
adequate, 2% surplus. Corn acreage planted: 
96% complete, 1980 99%, normal 93%. Corn emerged: 
61% emerged, 1980 71%, normal 67%. Soybeans 
planted: 57% complete, 1980 66%, normal 6%, 
Soybeans emerged: 9% emerged, 1980 5%, normal 
19%. Fieldwork: 5.6 days suitable. Crop 
conditions: Pasture, winter wheat, alfalfa hay, 
clover hay, oats good. Livestock, good condition. 


KANSAS: Beneficial to heavy rains continued most 
of State to relieve critical dryness east and 
south. Extreme southeast and extreme southwest 
received the least with generally less than 0.50 
in. while 1.00 to over 2.00 in. was common else- 
where to locally over 4.00 in. northeast, east 
central, and extreme northwest. Temperatures 
averaged from 58° northwest to 66° southeast and 
from 2 to 4° below normal. 

Attempts to estimate frost damage to wheat 
continued, but actual damage will not be ascertain- 
ed until after harvest. Damage may be extensive 
but appears spotty in some areas. Disease and hail 
losses also apparent. Wheat headed 95%, last year 
45%, average 75%. Wheat turning 5%, last year 0%, 
average 2%. Corn planted 65%, last year 75%, aver- 
age 80%. Sorghum and soybean seeded 10%, last year 
both 20%, average 20%. Rains have replenished many 
nearly dry stock ponds and improved pasture and 
range conditions. Fieldwork: 1.5 days suitable. 


AF NTUCKY: Temperatures averaged 5 to 7° below 
normal with coldest readings 18th thru 20th. 
Rainfall occurring mostly 18th and 19th averaged 


Seasonal to cool temperatures with most 
A few 


2.00 to 3.50 in. Most stations received sub- 
stantial rainfall. 

Fieldwork and planting progress delayed by 
wet field conditions. Farmers again averaged 
only 2 days in field. Soil moisture 57% surplus, 
43% adequate. Corn planting 82% complete, 88% 
last year, 74% average. Replanting will be 
necessary in many low-lying areas. Soybean 
planting 18% complete, 30% last year and 26% 
average. Tobacco plants getting extremely large, 
wet weather has delayed setting. Considerable 
lodging in small grains. 


LOUISIANA: Rainfall general and light. 
tures 6 to 8° below normal. FExtremes: 
91°. 

Soil moisture adequate. Days suitable: 
Corn emerged 100%, 92% 1980; silked 35%, 0% 
1980; dough stage 11%, 0% 1980; condition fair 
to good. Rice planted 97%, 90% 1980, 96% 
average; emerged 92%, 86% .1980, 91% average; 
condition fair to good. Cotton planted 89%, 

72% 1980, 88% average; emerged 77%, 59% 1980, 
70% average; cool nights hurt growth; condition 
fair to good. Soybeans planted 33%, 19% 1980, 
44% average; emerged 22%, 13% 1980, 29% average; 
condition fair to good. Sorghum planted 80%, 
39% 1980, 55% average; emerged 66%, 35% 1980, 
44% average; condition fair to good. Sugarcane 
condition good. Sweetpotatoes transplanted 79%, 
48% 1980, 54% average; condition good. Vegetables 
fair to good. Wheat harvested 22%, 0% 1980, 

17% average. Hay first cutting 59%, 29% 1980. 
Pastures, livestock fair to good. Peach harvest 
underway; condition good. 


MARYLAND AND DELAWARE: 
normal. Highs upper 60's to low 70's, 
aged upper 40's to low 50's. 

Topsoil moisture adequate to surplus while sub- 
soil moisture ranged from short to adequate. Good 
weather late in the week enabled Maryland farmers 
to plant nearly 90% of their corn and 15% of their 
soybeans. Delaware farmers had 90% of their corn 
planted by week's end and 45% of their soybeans 
Last year corn was 70% planted in Maryland and 90% 
in Delaware. The average for corn is 75% for Mary- 
land and 90% for Delaware. Soybeans were 20% 
planted last year in Maryland and 10% in Delaware. 
The average for soybean planting is 20% in both 
States. Small grains in mostly good condition with 
barley nearly 90% headed and wheat slightly more 
than 80% headed. Small grains beginning to turn. 
The first cutting of alfalfa hay was 80% complete 
and other hay was 25%. Vegetable planting still 
in full swing with snap beans nearly 90% planted, 
sweet corn, tomatoes and watermelons nearly 75% and 
cantaloups 85% complete. Tobacco about 20% trans- 
planted, about 1 week ahead of normal progress. 


MICHIGAN: Mild temperatures Statewide. Average 
temperature near normal to 3° above normal lower 
two-thirds of Lower Peninsula. Remainder 4 to 
5° above normal. Moderate precipitation Upper 
third and west portion of Lower. Light precipi- 
tation remainder. 

Fieldwork active last week. Nearly 6 days 
suitable for fieldwork. Soil moisture short to 
surplus. Acreage 90% plowed, 90% last year, 89% 
normal. Corn 65% planted, 80% last year, 76% 
normal. Potatoes 85% planted, 80% last year, 75% 
normal. Sugarbeets virtually all planted. Soy- 
beans 20% planted, 35% last year and normal. 
Asparagus 40% harvested, 55% last year, 44% normal. 


Tempera- 
45 and 


4.8. 


Temperatures averaged near 
lows aver- 


Temperatures averaged 5 to 10° above 
normal in the northern third, up to 3° above normal 


MINNESOTA: 


central, near normal elsewhere. Extremes: 89 

at Browns Valley and 23° Hibbing. Precipitation 
averaged 1.00 to 1.50 in. or more above normal 
northwest and west central, 0.50 to 0.75 in. below 
normal east central and southwest, near normal 
elsewhere. Precipitation totals varied strongly 
with location; 0.50 to 2.50 in. northwest, 0.50 
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to 0.75 in. north central, 0.25 to 1.00 in. norti- 
east, 0.50 to 1.75 in. west central, up to 0.75 in. 
central, 0.50 in. east central, 0.25 in. or less 
southwest, 0.25 to 1.50 in. south central, 0.50 to 
1.50 in. southeast. Extremes: 2.47 in. Warroad, 
0.04 in. Pipestone. 

Most of State remained dry with only light rain- 
fall until weekend. Crop growth virtually at a 
standstill due to moisture shortage. Late planted 
seeds have not germinated. Many farmers waiting 
for rain before planting last of crops. Topsoil 
moisture rated 40% very short, 42% short, and 18% 
adequate. Soil temperatures still cool from mid- 
50's to low 60's. Planted: Field corn 93%, 1980 
92%, normal 87%; soybeans 69%, 1980 76%, normal 
65%; sunflowers 68%, 1980 84%, normal 66%; pota- 
toes 75%, 1980 84%, normal 70%; flax 83%, 1980 74%, 
normal 65%; sweet corn for processing 58%, 1980 
60%, normal 60%; green peas for processing 95%, 
1980 93%, normal 87%. Emerged: Field corn 49%, 
1980 50%, normal 49%; soybeans 11%, 1980 14%, nor- 
mal 21%; spring wheat 97%, 1980 87%, normal 76%; 
oats 95%, 1980 91%, normal 81%; barley 96%, 1980 
86%, normal 72%; flax 36%, 1980 38%, normal 40%. 
Jointing: Spring wheat 11%, 1980 0%, normal 3%; 
oats 11%, 1980 0%, normal 3%; barley 7%, 1980 0%, 
normal 2%; winter wheat 62%, 1980 33%, normal 27%; 
winter rye 66%, 1980 47%, normal 27%. Heading: 
Winter wheat 4%, 1980 0%, normal 6%; winter rye 9%, 
1980 3%, normal 10%. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures 4° below normal. 
Extremes: 36 and 91°. Cold front early in weer 
brought thunderstorms and rainfall to most sec- 
tions. Largest rainfall total 4.55 in. 

Soil moisture adequate. Fieldwork: 3.6 days 
suitable. Cotton 96% planted, 89% last year, 
91% average; 86% to stand, 73% last year, 79% 
average; condition fair. Soybeans 36% planted, 
25% last year, 35% average; 17% to stand, 11% 
last year. Rice 97% planted, 93% last year, 92% 
average; 89% to stand, 83% last year, 79% average; 
condition fair to good. Corn 97% planted, 95% 
last year, 93% average; 93% to stand, 86% last 
year; condition good. Sorghum 57% planted, 40% 
last year, 45% average. Winter wheat 57% ripe, 
4% harvested; condition good.. Hay 20% harvested. 
Pasture condition good. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures remained cool, averaging 
5 to 8° below normal. Widespread rain in the 
form of thunderstorms left as much as 6 in. in 
some parts of the State. Minor flooding occurred 
most of the State, 

Fieldwork: 1.0 day suitable. Corn 75% planted, 
last year 91%, normal 71%. Grain sorghum 34% 
planted, last year 58%, normal 39%. Soybeans 
19% planted, last year 49%, normal 40%. Wheat 
95% headed, last year 64%, normal 74%. Wheat 20% 
turning color, last year 2%, normal 9%. Alfalfa 
hay lst cutting 44% harvested, last year 30%, 
normal 26%. Cotton 98% planted, normal 92%. 
Condition of pasture and winter wheat fair to good. 
Topsoil moisture supply adequate to surplus. 


MONTANA: Very heavy rain occurred over portions 
of southwest, south central and central. Rain 
totals in excess of 5.00 in. were widespread 
in central division. Moderate to heavy rains 
also fell over west and north central. Precipi- 
tation generally light over northeast and south- 
east. The excessive rain caused flooding over 
wide area. Most flooding was to agricultural 
lands. Temperatures were cooler over rain area 
and warmer in dry areas. Northeast, southeast 
and north central averaged about 5° above normal 
while west was about 1° below normal. Highest 
87° at Glendive, lowest 26° south of Alder. 
Topsoil moisture short to adequate eastern 
third, adequate to surplus elsewhere. Subsoil 
short in eastern third, adequate elsewhere. 
Fieldwork: 3.0 days suitable. Winter wheat con- 
dition generally good, 75% preboot, 25% boot, 
heading just starting. Current percent spring 


crops planted compared with last year and average: 
Spring wheat 95, 95, 90; barley 90, 99, 90; oats 
90, 95, 85; corn 75, 80, 70; potatoes 60, 45, 60; 
dry beans 55, 65, 75. Crops emerged compared 
with last year: Spring wheat 80, 75; barley 75, 
85. Range feed and stock water supnplies short 
eastern third, generally acsquate elsewhere. 
Cattle and sheep, 70% moved to summer ranges. 


NEBRASKA: Precipitation .50 in. over northeast; 
1.00 to 1.50 in. over remainder of State. 
Temperatures 2° below normal. 

Topsoil moisture mostlv adeauate to surplus 
for first time this season. Subsoil supplies 
short to adequate. Torn planting 85%, 99% last 
vear and 85% normal; emerged 45%, 60% last vear 
and 50% normal. Some vellowing of early nlanted 
fields due to extended cool wet weather. 

Sorghum and soybeans 29% planted, 45% previous 
year and 40% normal; emergence of both crons 

5%, 10% last year. Winter wheat mostlv fair; 
heading 65%, 20% last vear and normal. Fffects 
of freeze quite variable with southern two tiers 
of counties appearing to have suffered most 
severely. Acreage losses and yield reductions 
difficult to assess until crop reaches normal 
kernel formation following blooming. Blooming 
just starting in the southwest. Some wheat 
being grazed in central areas. Alfalfa 15% 
harvested, same as last year and 5% is normal. 
Alfalfa damage widespread due to recent freeze, 
smaller yields expected. Feed lots very 
muddy, warm and drying conditions needed. 
Suitable: 2.2. 


NEVADA: Mostly cool and wet. Maximum temperatures 
fell 10 to 20° bv midweek. Extremes: 89 and 25°. 
Precipitation abundant, especially north. 

Crop growth slowed by low night temperatures 
early in period. Frequent showers helping summer 
grazing prospects. 


NEW ENGLAND: Readings were cool early week, above 
normal end of week. Some frost on 18th. Period 
generally dry except for rain in north on 18th 
when up to 0.50 in. fell. 

Apple trees in full bloom north, petal fall 
south. Some frost damage to apple blossoms 
north. Blueberries in early bloom. Some insect 
damage reported. Light frost damage in some 
cranberry bogs but crop prospects appear good. 
Frost damage to some strawberry patches. 
Asparagus harvest ending. Rhubarb, lettuce and 
radishes being harvested. Sweet corn 40% planted. 
Potato planting in northern Maine delayed by 
weather. Southern New England crop half emerged. 
Hay crop looks good, some hay being cut. Over 
40% of the field corn planted. Fieldwork: 5.0 
days suitable, averaging 3 days ahead of schedule. 
Soil moisture and grazing conditions adequate. 


Days 


Temperatures averaged 2 to 5° below 
normal. Extremes: 34° at Newton on 29th and 
21st, 88° at Flemington on 24th. Rainfall averaged 
0.00 in. north, 0.01 in. central and 0.13 in. 
south. Heaviest 24 hour total was 0.19 in. at 
Hammonton on 19th. 

Estimated soil moisture, in percent of field 
capacity, averaged: 89 north, 81 central and 83 
south. Four inch soil temperature today averaged: 
64 north, 68 central and 66 south. Fieldwork: 

5.4 days suitable. Warmer temperature advancing 
crop growth. Iceberg lettuce harvest begun. 
Sweetpotato transplanting underway. Strawberry 
harvest started. Apples, peaches and strawberries 
sizing. Rye being cut for straw. Hay harvest 
begun. Grass silage being made. Field corn and 
soybean planting continues. 


NEW MEXICO: The week was dry except for widely 
scattered showers northern half of the State. 
Rainfall totals were very light except around 

0.33 to 0.50 in. at Raton-Des Moines. Temneratures 
averaged 2 to 3° cooler than normal with only 
minor day-to-day changes. 


NEW JERSEY: 
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Weather mostly favorable permitting uninter- 
rupted outside activity. Main activity haying, 
cultivating, irrigating and seeding late crops. 
Most crops good condition except dryland wheat 
mostly poor with considerable abandonment. Cotton 
planting completed with good stands in southern 
areas, and well advanced more northern, First cut 
alfalfa hay varies from 30 to 90% south while 
north getting started. Irrigated wheat, barley 
mostly headed, coloring well advanced. Corn 
planting nearly complete, grain sorghum about 40% 
eastside. Lettuce harvest finishing, onion topping 
begun but remains very limited until after 
June 1. Ranges poor to fair condition, need 
moisture. Livestock mostly good, 


NEW YORK: Early week frost and subnormal 
temperatures, warm late in week. No rain at 
all in most areas. 

Corn 57% planted, 57% 1980, 60% average. 
91% planted, 83% 1980, 86% average. Wheat 
condition good. Early green chopping of hay 
started. Colorado potato beetle active on Long 
Island. Upstate potatoes nearly 80% planted. 
Planting of vegetable crops active. Some frost 
damage to strawberries. Some frost damage to 
Lake Champlain fruit. Apple pollination good 
along Lake Ontario, fair in inland counties. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 5 to 10° below 
normal. Precipitation 0.22 in. at Salisbury 
to 2.46 in. at New Bern. 

Fieldwork: 4.0 days suitable. Soil moisture: 
5% very short, 33% short, 59% adequate, and 3% 
surplus. Conditions: Wheat, oats, barley, and 
rye mostly fair to good; pasture mostly fair to 
good; tobacco beds fair to mostly good; field 
tobacco mostly good; corn fair to mostly good; 
cotton mostly fair to good; Irish potatoes mostly 
good; peaches fair to mostly good; truck crops 
fair to mostly good. Supplies: Feed grains 
mostly adequate; fuel supplies mostly adequate. 
Plantings: Peanuts 95%, 1980 97%, 78% average; 
sweetpotatoes 25%, 1980 24%, 40% average; sorg- 
hum 64%, 1980 48%, 44% average; soybeans 37%, 
1980 47%, 45% average; flue-cured tobacco 99%, 
1980 100%, 86% average; burley tobacco 29%, 1980 
27%, 32% average. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Normal to above normal precipita- 
tion fell. Totals ranged from 1.50 in. north 
central to 0.60 in. south central. Locally heavy 
amounts up to 3.00 in. Temperatures ranged from 
normal southwest and south central to 6° above 
normal northeast. Extremes: 91 northwest and 
26° northeast. 

Hot, windy weather early week gave way to 
general showers and cooler temperatures on 
weekend. Moisture timely as small grain seeding 
nearing completion and row crop planting under- 
way. Although precipitation since April 1 still 
below normal, crops prospects brightened consid- 
erably for near term from rain. Twenty-seven 
percent of State short of topsoil moisture, down 
from 75 last week and 44 average. Southwest 
still very short. Pastures benefited from rain 
but more time and moisture still needed. Small 
grain seeding finishing about two weeks ahead 
of average. Percents emerged from 76 for durum 
and oats to 80 for hard red spring wheat. Stands 
look good with weeds main concern. Percents 
planted by May 24 with last year and average: 
Hay red spring wheat 95, 89, 79; durum 94, 87, 
73; barley 92, 85, 78; oats 94, 89, 76; flax 45, 
35, 40; potatoes 83, 83, 72; corn 57, 56, 50; 
sunflower 42, 37, 45; soybeans 44, 58, 55; dry 
edible beans 50, 53, 53. 


OHIO: Temperatures were low early in the week; 
highs were in the 50's. The weather warmed through 
the week, and highs reached the 80's in most areas 
by the weekend. Average lows were below normal, 

by the same amount; mostly in the upper 40's. 

There was less than 0.10 in. of precipitation at 
most stations in the northern two-thirds. More 


Oats 


than 1.00 in., however, 
southern stations. 

Soil temperatures at 4 in. 
averaged around 60°. Winter wheat condition was 
rated good. The leaf blight reported earlier has 
not become a major threat to the crop, which is 
further advanced than last year's crop was at this 
time. Corn planting progressed substantially over 
the weekend; there were several reports of short- 
ages of short season hybrids. Soybean planting 
will not be widespread until more corn is in the 
ground. Some spot replanting of corn will occur. 
The strawberry crop is nearing harvest. Corn 
planted 45%, 90% 1980, 85% average. Soybeans 
planted 7%, 55% 1980, 55% average. Wheat headed 
15%, 10% 1980, 20% average. Corn emerged 15%, 
60% 1980. Sugarbeets emerged 65%, 75% 1980. 
falfa lst cutting 10%, 10% 1980, 10% average. 
Potatoes planted 65%, 85% 1980, 85% average. 
favorable 2.5. Pasture condition good. Soil 
moisture 43% adequate, 57% surplus. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures averaged 2 to 4° helow 
normal. Average precipitation ranged from 9.03 
in. Panhandle and north central to 1.57 in. 
southeastern. 

Harvest just getting underwav in south central 
and southwest localities. Elsewhere cool, wet 
weather slowed maturity of crop hut beneficial 
filling wheat head. Some severe hail damage 
Danhandle and north central localities. Wheat 
headed 100% 1981; 90% 1989; 190% average. Wheat 
soft dough 75% 1981; 15% 1980; 49% average. 
Sorghum planted 49% 1981, 29% 1989; 35% average. 
Sorghum up to stand 10% 1981; 5% 1989; 10% 
average. Cotton planted 25% 1981; 15% 1989; 30% 
average. Cotton up to stand 10% 1981; 5% 1980; 
10% average. Days suitable for fieldwork: 4.6. 


OREGON: Temperatures 2 to 5° below normal in all 
areas. Cool, wet weather Statewide. Coastal 
stations 1.40 in., southwestern 0.50 in., Willa- 
mette Valley 1.00 in., and northern Cascades 1.70 
in. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate. Few areas short 
in north central and few scattered areas rated 
surplus. Winter wheat rated good to excellent; 
48% headed. Early barley heading. Planting late 
seeded spring grains. Some alfalfa and pastures 
seeded. Mint showing good growth, cutworms a 
concern. Rust problem in wheat and seed crops. 
Haying slowed by rain. Apple, pear set good. 
Spraying continues. Cherry crop fair to good. 
Peaches sprayed for brown rot. Strawberries con- 
tinue to bloom. Harvest early June. Cranberries 
blooming. Walnuts beginning to bloom. Cultivat- 
ing potatoes in northeast. Planting in: Klamath 
and Crook Counties. Cutworm problem in onions. 
Green peas blooming; maturity uneven. Vegetable 
planting rain delayed. Early green peas and corn 
emerging. Livestock good condition, pastures 
good to excellent; good growth. 


PENNSYLVANIA: A cool and very dry week. Temper- 
atures 2 to 4° below normal but warmest so far 
this season. Warming trend last half. Extremes: 
25 and 89°, Only light rainfall along southern 
border 19th. Driest week Statewide since end of 
January. 

Six days suitable. 


was recorded at some 


under bare ground 


Al- 


Days 


Moisture adequate. 
Activities: Plowing; discing; harrowing; spread- 
ing lime and manure; cutting rye and grasses for 
green chop and silage; spraying; fixing fences 
and machinery; and planting corn, potatoes, 
tomatoes, soybeans, and oats. Plowing 91%, last 
year 89%, average 92%. Soybeans 21% ‘planted, 
last year 31%. Virtually all oats planted, same 
as last year. Potatoes 84% planted compared 
with 75% last year. Corn 64% planted compared 
with 62% last year and average of 66%. Barley 
39% in boot stage and 40% headed, last year 33% 
in boot and 57% headed. Wheat 45% in boot stage 
and 7% headed, last year 48% in boot and 36% 
headed. Feed from pastures mostly average. 
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Hay condition good to fair. 
6% cut. 
past. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures were slightlv cooler 
than normal. Scattered rainfall was light. 
Temperatures ranged from 41 to 94°, 

Soil moisture short. Five days available for 
fieldwork. Corn fair to good. Cotton condition 
fair, some replanting and spraying active. 

Tobacco good condition, insecticide and fertilizers 
applied. Peaches good condition, harvesting 
increasing. All vegetables fair to good condition, 
some harvesting underway. Small grain condition 
fair. Wheat turning color, 92%, 84 year ago; 

ripe, 33%. Oats turning color, 93%, 84% year ago; 
ripe, 35%. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Precipitation over most of State, 
generally under 1.00 in. Temperatures slightly 
below normal. Extremes: 26 and 86°. 

Five days suitable for fieldwork. Small grains 
100% emerged, flax 67%. Topsoil moisture criti- 
cally short in north and east, adequate in south- 
west and central, short elsewhere. Major farm 
activities: Row crop field preparation and plant- 
ing, branding and marketing cattle. Drought 
causing many ranchers to reduce herd size. Ranges 
and pastures in north and east in poor condition; 
fair elsewhere. Stock water supplies very short 
in northwest, west central, and central; short 
elsewhere. Corn planted 85%, 1980 83%, average 
69%. Sorghum planted 22%, 1980 34%, average 20%. 
Soybeans planted 44%, 1980 56%, average 47%. Sun- 
flowers planted 28%, 1980 36%, average 17%. Flax 
planted 83%, 1980 78%, average 70%. Winter wheat 
heading 34%, 1980 31%, average 9%. Winter rye 
heading 50%, 1980 40%, average 20%. 


First crop alfalfa 
Apples 6% pink and 94% in full bloom or 


TENNESSEE: Scattered thundershowers during 
Tempera- 
below normal. Precipita- 


1.900 in. in middle and 


beginning and latter part of the week. 
tures averaged 3 to 4 


tion 0.50 in. in west, 
1.50 in. in east. 
Three days suitable for fieldwork. Soil 
moisture adequate. Spring plowing 93% completed, 
1980 89%, average 86%. Corn 91% planted, 1989 
88%, average 81%. Cotton 95% planted, 1980 90%, 
average 88%. Soybeans 26% planted, 1980 28%, 
average 27%. Tobacco 50% transplanted, 1980 20%, 
average 35%. Wheat 99% headed, 1980 95%, average 
93%. Oats 98% headed, 1980 87%, average 89%. 
Barley 99% headed, 1980 96%, average 93%. 
Pastures good. Alfalfa first cutting 80% com- 
pleted, 1980 66%, average 61%. Armyworms still 
a problem in wheat, corn and cotton fields. 
Some replanting of cotton necessary. 


TEXAS: Weather: Cold front moved, triggered 
scattered thunderstorms; some severe Central 
Texas. Fair weather Statewide 19th, 22nd; few 
showers West Texas 20th, 2lst. Heavy thunder- 
storms 23rd along weak cold front West Texas moved 
Central Texas. Thunderstorms 24th. Temperatures 
below normal across State. Precipitation 0.50 to 
0.75 in. above normal North Central Texas; Edwards 
Plateau, Valley. Near normals Low Plains, East 
Texas, upper Gulf Coast; 0.33 below normal Trans- 
Pecos, High Plains. 

Commercial vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, har- 
vest of green peppers, cucumbers, onions contin- 
ued. Potato harvest gained momentum, cantaloups, 
watermelons developing well. Cantaloups blooming, 
some melon cutting underway. Coastal Bend, water- 
melons, cucumbers, other vegetables progressing 
rapidly. Moisture adequate, temperatures favor- 
able. East Texas, tomatoes developing well, some 
turning color. Watermelons doing well. San An- 
tonio-Winter Garden area, harvest of carrots 
continues. Conditions good. Trans-Pecos region, 
cabbage, onions progressing well. Plains, onions, 
potatoes continue to develop. Development of 
peaches continues, harvest of early peaches under- 
way. Pecan producers continue spraying for case- 
bearer worms. 











Range and livestock: Rangeland, pastures con- 
tinue to provide grazing, in High Plains grazing 
fallen off due to dry, windy conditions. Cattle, 
other livestock in good condition. 

Crops: Below normal temperatures prevailed 
across State, lowering soil temperatures, inter- 
rupting cotton seeding. High winds Panhandle 
depleting topsoil moisture. Cotton planting 
active High Plains; cool soil temperatures delay- 
ing seeding some areas. Seed germination poor 
scattered areas; some fields replanted. High 
winds, blowing sand necessitated. some replanting 
High, Low Plains. Cool temperatures slowed plant 
growth Low Plains, Blacklands. South Central 
Texas, dry, open weather needed. Sorghum good pro- 
gress South Texas, Lower Valley, some stands turn 
color. Coastal Bend, South Central Texas, growth 
hampered cool weather, excessive rainfall. Re- 
ported condition Statewide 25% excellent; 67% good; 
and 8% fair. Corn good progress Panhandle. South- 
ern half State cool temperatures, excessive mois- 
ture slowed development. Reported condition State- 
wide is 22% excellent; 61% good; and 17% fair. 
Limited wheat harvest underway Low Plains. Pan- 
handle high winds depleting topsoil moisture, 
further cutting yield potential. Northern High 
Plains dryland fields being plowed up, others 
baled for hay. Oat harvest rapid progress Black- 
lands. Statewide, reported wheat condition 14% 
excellent; 39% good, 39% fair; and 8% poor. Cool 
weather slowed rice development Upper Coast. Some 
replanting necessary. Peanut planting Cross-Tim- 
bers slowed cool weather, lack of moisture. Cot- 
ton planted 75%, 47% 1980, 60% average. Cotton 
squaring 15%, 11% 1980. Rice planted 99%, 100% 
1980, 99% average. Rice emerged 93%, 99% 1980. 
Sorghum planted 87%, 74% 1980, 77% average. 
Sorghum headed 17%, 16% 1980. Wheat headed 98%, 
75% 1980. Wheat turning color 51%, 25% 1980. 
Wheat harvested for grain 6%, 2% 1980, 1% average. 
Oats harvested 8%, 2% 1980, 9% average. Corn 
planted 100%, 97% 1980, 98% average. Peanuts 
planted 31%, 20% 1980, 25% average. Soybeans 
planted 26%, 11% 1980, 21% average. Sugarbeets 
planted 100%, 100% 1980, 100% average. Sunflowers 
planted 44%, 24% 1980, 19%.average. 


UTAH: Recurring periods rain in valleys and 
some snow at higher elevations. Accumulated 
amounts moisture generally moderate to heavy 

but locally light few localities. Few areas 
flooding due to rain falling on unmelted snow or 
locally very heavy moisture accumulations. Tem- 
peratures averaged below normal all areas. 
Average ranging between 1 and 11° below normal. 
Marked improvement in soil moisture most major 
agricultural areas. 

Only 4.5 days suitable for fieldwork, but 
showers were welcome. Surface soil moisture 
rates adequate, but deep moisture still short. 
Major activities include livestock movement, 
irrigation, and early hay harvest. Small grains 
and hay rate good, with barley scoring good to 
excellent. About a fifth winter wheat and barley 
heading. Corn about 80% planted, 50% emerged. 
Progress slowed by cool weather and rains. Frost 
damage and spring weeds causing early harvest of 
first crop alfalfa many areas. FEarly fruit cron 
rated fair to good. Sweet cherry harvest begin=- 
ning in Yashington County. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures averaged well below nor- 
mal first portion of period. By end of period 
temperatures warmed up to near normal levels 

and some showed temperatures above normal by 24th. 
Precipitation fell during midweek and gave way 

to sunny skies by end of period. Precipitation 
averaged about 1.25 in. Greatest amount in 
southwest sections. 

Most areas received favorable amounts of rain 
early in the week and topsoil moisture is now 
rated adequate. The number of days suitable 
for fieldwork was reduced to 2.9. Corn planting 
91% complete, 82% 1980, 83% average. Stand 
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emergence at 93% of full stand, excellent condi- 
tion. Soybean planting progress 31%, 24% 19890, 
21% average. Peanuts 91% seeded, 89% 1980, 71% 
average. Germinated fields at 88% of full stand. 
Flue-cured tobacco 86% transplanted, compared 
with 32% 1980, 45% average. Fire-cured tobacco 
32%, 18% 1980, 26% average. Burley 18%, 2% 1980, 
16% average. Sun-cured 29%, 26% average. Cotton 
stands 90% of full stand. Hay rated good. 
Pastures rated excellent. Small grains good. 
Fruit prospects good. Armyworms and cutworms 
reported in corn. Aphids and cereal-leaf 
beetles continue to trouble small grains. 
all areas cutting hay. 


WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures generally near 
normal, except for Puget Sound area where they 
were 2 to 3° below normal. Precipitation above 
normal on the coast, and in the interior southward. 
Below normal rainfall occurred across the northern 
sections. Seed bed preparation and planting con- 
tinued, when weather permitted, on light soils. 
Crops being seeded included peas, corn, straw- 
berries, and beet seed. The harvest of field 
rhubarb and radishes continued. Strawberries were 
in full bloom; raspberries were starting to bloom. 
Cabbage fields and early planted peas in bloom. 
“Cucumber planting may begin this week. Dairy 
operators continue to green chop. Pasture and hay 
feed range from short to adequate. Soil moisture 
was adequate to good. 

East: Temperatures were near normal, maybe 
plus or minus 1 or 2° across the east, except for 
the Palouse/Blue region where temperatures were 3 
to 5° below normal. Precipitation was much above 
normal along the east slopes of the Cascades and 
also in spots in the northeast: and Central Basin. 
Below normal rainfall was experienced in the 
southeast portion. The planting of corn, potatoes, 
and dry beans continued. Potatoes showing signs of 
growth in spite of cool temperatures. Asparagus 
cutting continued. Hop tying continued. Planting 
of sweet corn was in full swing. Wheat and barley 
condition were variable, from below average to 
above average. The threat of rust diseases contin- 
ued. The cutting of alfalfa continued. Soil 
moisture ranged from fair to good. Range and pas- 
ture conditions remained adequate. 


YEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures averaged below normal. 
High 85°, low 24°. Precipitation above normal 
excent in northwest and northeast areas. Range 
1.99 to.0.24 in. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Days 
Suitable for fieldwork: 2.4. Major activities: 
Corn vlanting, gardens, livestock and general main- 
tenance. Wheat good to fair condition, 31% 
prejointed, 55% jointed, 14% heading, 28%, 
and 13% respectively in 1980. Barley good to 
fair condition, 18% prejointed, 43% jointed, 39% 
heading, 16%, 27% and 57% respectively in 1980. 
Oats good to fair condition, 93% planted, 81% 
emerged, 89% and 75% in 1980. Corn fair to good 
condition, 50% planted, 36% emerged, 70% and 38% 
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in 1980. Tobacco fair condition, 100% planted, 
95% emerged, 5% set, 95%, 90% and 1% respectively 
in 1980. Hay fair to good condition, 5% cut, 2% 
in 1980. Pastures, potatoes and gardens in fair 
to good condition. Fruit in fair to poor condition. 
Cool damp condition continues to slow crop 
progress, 


WYOMING: Temperatures again below normal, 
spot 10° below normal. Warmest spot 87° 
coldest 22°. Wet across State, only 2 stations 

in Belle Fourche Drainage reporting below normal 
precipitation. Otherwise, most stations much 

above normal, 

Topsoil moisture adequate all areas. Wet fields 
Slowed fieldwork: average 2 days suitable. Spring 
wheat planting 85%; 87% year ago. Spring wheat 
emerged 60%; 70% year ago; 71% normal. Oats 
planting 80%; 80% year ago; 87% normal. Oats 
emerged 60%, 61% year ago; 71% normal. Barley 
palnting 90%; 87% year ago. Barley emerged 75%; 
73% year ago; 77% normal. Corn planting 75%; 72% 
year ago; 76% normal. Corn emerged 30%; 26% year 
ago; 30% normal. Potatoes 55% planted, 65% normal, 
15% emerged. Dry beans 10% planted, normal 28%. 
Most sugarbeets emerged. Winter wheat prospects 
mostly good, 20% crop headed. Prospects snring 
planted small grains, alfalfa mostly good. 

Summer grazing prospects mostly good. Stock 
water adequate most areas. Range ewes 85% 
lambed. Range sheep 90% shorn, 


WISCONSIN: Temperatures 2° above normal. Cool 
beginning with lows of 25° mornings 18th and 19th 
north. Warmed to mid 80's after midweek. 
Extremes: 86 and 25°. Some rain weekend with 
variable amounts. Heaviest north central where 
over 1.00 in. but onlv 0.25 in. south central and 
southeast. 

Planting made rapid progress in dry weather. 
Fieldwork: 7.0 days suitable. Corn planting 
90% completed, 1980 95%, average 67%. Early corn 
up, late corn needs moisture for germination 
and activation of herbicides. Soybeans 40% 
planted, 1980 55%, average 30%. Moisture needed 
for germination of soybeans. Early oats look 
good, late oats need rain. Winter wheat doing 
well. Hay fields below normal growth due to 
winterkill and cool, dry weather most of May. 
Some hay fields plowed and planted to corn. A 
little green chopping of first crop begun. Pas- 
ture conditions declining due to dryness. Plant- 
ing of potatoes made good progress in northeast 
where previously too wet. Peas, sweet corn, snap 
beans, and other vegetable crops being planted. 
More moisture needed for vegetables, irrigation 
being used where available. Strawberries being 
irrigatecd. Cherry trees in full bloom in Poor 
County. Tobacco plants growing better with 
warmer temperatures. Topsoil moisture 66% 
short, 34% adequate; subsoil moisture mostly 
adequate. Soaking rain would be appreciated for 
all crops. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 


May 18-24, 1981 
HIGHLIGHTS 





USSR: 


Continued cold, dry weather in eastern European USSR permitted field- 
work but put crop development further behind normal. 


Some dry pockets 


persist in the eastern New Lands. 


EUROPE : 


CHINA: 


Generally favorable conditions prevailed for crop growth. 


More rain is needed for winter grains in Hebei; generally favorable 


conditions prevailed for rice in the south, 


SOUTH ASIA: 





Premonsoon showers continued in Bangladesh and northeastern India, 


while the monsoon appeared to be advancing from the southeast. 


AUSTRALIA: 





CANADA: 


Timely rains permitted wheat planting in most areas, 


More rain needed, 


Beneficial moisture in eastern wheat areas improved conditions for 


crop germination and emergence, while soil moisture conditions con- 
tinued to deteriorate in south-central Saskatchewan. 


SOUTH AMERICA: 





Most crop areas had relatively favorable harvest weather although 
locally heavy showers in Entre Rios impeded crop harvests, 


Beneficial 


moisture fell in most wheat areas. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: 





wet season. 


MEXICO: 
cotton, 
agricultural areas, 
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Widespread showers throughout the week indicated a good start of the 


Heavy rains benefited some eastern citrus and cane as well as Torreon 
Hot, dry weather increased irrigation needs over most other 





NEW LANDS USSR 25 z 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) m7 / \, 
(23 mm = 1 INCH) 
May 18-24, 1981 


(EATER FACILITY 





MOAASDA JON ASR CA TURAL 
reports 


A 4 Based on preliminary and satellitw data 











USSR: The same high pressure system continued to 
dominate European USSR for the entire week. Wide- 
spread rainfall was limited to parts of Belorussia 
and the western Ukraine, but amounts were mostly 
near normal or less. Only scattered showers to 
the east allowed fieldwork to continue. However, 
the high pressure system brought cold air down the 
Volga Valley into the North Caucasus and eastern 
and southern Ukraine. Subfreezing temperatures in 
the Volga Valley may have caused some damage of 
newly germinated spring crops. On a broader 


scale, the cold weather will further delay crop 
development, with lags behind normal now exceeding 
a week in the Chernozem Region and increasing over 
the eastern half of European USSR. In the New 
Lands, with spring grain sowing now underway, 
colder than normal weather slowed germination and 
early growth throughout the region. Abnormal 
rainfall across southern fringes of the region 
provided good growing conditions. Near-normal 
rains further improved the outlook over much of 
the eastern New Lands, but dry pockets” still 
persist in this area. Western portions of the New 
Lands had variable rainfall which kept soils 
adequately moist in nearly all areas. 
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EUROPE: Favorable weather continued over most of 
the region. Rainfall slackened to near normal in 
areas where conditions had been a little too wet 
recently. Only light rain across Spain and Italy 
favored maturing winter grains, where the dry 
Mediterranean summer is beginning. Increasing 
rainfall in Poland improved growing conditions. 
Relatively dry weather over much of the southeast 
was favorable for maturing winter grains, and soil 
moisture remained quite adequate for spring-sown 
crops. Continued above-normal temperatures across 
the north kept all crops growing rapidly, while 
temperatures in the south stayed near normal. 
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SOUTH AMERICA: Locally neavy showers were 
confined mostly to Uruguay and eastern Entre Rios 
province. Weekly rainfall totals generally ranged 
from 40 to 110 mm in this area. Elsewhere in 
Argentina, weekly rainfall was generally light 
(less than 10 mm) in most of the corn and soybean 
areas of Santa Fe, Cordoba, and northern Buenos 
Aires. This drier weather aided crop harvests 
which, for corn and sorghum, are nearly three- 
quarters complete. Beneficial showers produced 10 
to 20 mm of rain in much of the wheat area of La 
Pampa and southern Buenos Aires. Weekly totals of 
10 to 25 mm also fell in southern Rio Grande do 
Sul in Brazil, but relatively dry weather 
prevailed in much of the wheat areas of Santa 
Catarina and Parana. Moisture supplies are 
generally adequate for planting and early growth 
of the wheat crop. Cooler weather is keeping crop 
moisture demands at seasonally low levels. 








CANADA... 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(25mm = 1 INCH) 
BRITISH: May 18-24, 1981 


COLUMBIA 0 
SASKATCHEWAN 








1 . 10 


WASHINGTON ‘ 
NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 


BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS AND SATELLITE 














CANADA: The wheat area of Manitoba received 10 to 
50 mm of rainfall as a storm system passed through 
the region late in the week. The wet weather 
improved soil moisture conditions in the eastern 
wheat belt. Planting of the spring wheat crop is 
nearly complete in this area. Weekly rainfall in 
Saskatchewan was minimal, causing further deple- 
tion of soil moisture reserves which were already 
low in south-central portions of the province. 
Latest planting reports show spring wheat about 90 
percent seeded while sowing of spring crops, in 
general, is over 80 percent complete. Crop 
germination was rated good except in south-central 
Saskatchewan. Weekly rainfall was also light 
(less than 10 mm) in most of Alberta's wheat 
growing area where spring planting progress has 
reached about 75 percent. Soil moisture condi- 
tions were favorable for crop growth in Alberta. 
The one area of concern, at present, is in 
south-central Saskatchewan where the lack of 
sufficient soil moisture may cause spotty 
emergence in drier portions of the wheat area. 
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increased some reservoir 
levels and soil moisture in citrus orchards and 
cane fields around Valles and cotton fields at 
Torreon. Also the eastern part of the southern 
Plateau corn belt received beneficial rains on its 
young corn while the western section remained dry 
with crops probably under moisture stress. Sunny, 
hot weather over the northwest should result in 
good development of cotton, soybeans, and summer 
crops with increasing need for irrigation water; 
spring vegetable harvesting was decreasing 
seasonably. Northeastern corn and grain sorghum, 
still in a high water use stage, had to be 
irrigated to maintain adequate soil moisture as 
rains were very light. 


MEXICO: Heavy rain 
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EASTERN ASIA: 
winter grain belt on the North China Plain. 
benefited the maturing crop in the southern por- 


This 


tions, but northern areas could use more moisture 
to fill out the grains. South of the Yangtze 
River, rainfall increased somewhat, but did not 
exceed normal for the most part. However, condi- 


tions in Guangxi remained too wet, as above-normal 
rainfall continued. Rainfall in the Sichuan 
Valley has been above normal during recent weeks, 
but conditions should not be too wet for spring- 
sown crops. In South Korea, drier weather 
benefited maturing winter grains, but increased 
rainfall will be needed for rice. Temperatures 
stayed near normal. 
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SOUTH ASIA: Premonsoon showers continued in 
Bangladesh and northeastern India. Rainfall 
amounts slackened somewhat from the previous week, 
but kept conditions beneficially moist for early 
rice, Little rain fell in dry southern and 
western India. The monsoon seems to be approach- 
ing on schedule from the southeast. Thailand has 
recently been receiving abundant rainfall, and 
heavy showers have now moved up into Burma. 


Very little rain fell in the major 
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AUSTRALIA: Extremely beneficial rain fell over 
the wheat areas of Australia during the week. 
This timely moisture was needed for planting and 
germination of wheat since soil moisture reserves 
were low throughout much of the wheat belt. In 
New South Wales, weekly totals were generally 20 
mm in the south and around 40 mm in the northern 
portion. Coastal areas received much higher 
amounts as did the state of Queensland where over 
50 mm fell in the wheat area. Rangelands also 
benefited from this precipitation. In South 
Australia and Victoria, rainfall varied from less 
than 10 mm to 25 mm in the major wheat growing 
areas. West Australia's wheat area began to 
receive much needed rainfall late in the period as 
a frontal system brushed the southwestern portion 
of the continent. Additional rainfall will be 
needed in all areas to relieve drought conditions 
and sustain growth during the current crop season. 
But, this past week's rainfall provided the 
necessary moisture for crop seeding in many areas. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA: Another week of significant 
rainfall in Thailand signaled a favorable start of 
the monsoon season for agriculture and other 
rain-dependent activities. In fact, weekly totals 
of 100 to 200 mm in northern areas as well as in 
southeastern Thailand (west of Kampurchea) are 
equivalent to normal monthly rainfall amounts for 
May. Elsewhere, weekly rainfall totals averaged 
25 to 75 mm in the major corn- and rice-producing 
region of the Central Plains and eastern Thailand. 
The normal crop calendar showed corn in the late 
planting period with early seeded corn in 
vegetative growth. 
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